Arbogast biographical sketches 


Henry J. Arbogast has been a resident of DeWitt County for half a century, and 
within that time has witnessed almost its entire growth from a wilderness to is 
present well-developed and flourishing condition. The work that he has done in 
helping to bring about this wonderful change entitles him to a high place among its 
pioneers. For many years he has been engaged in general farming and stock raising 
on section 34, Rutledge Township, but is now living somewhat retired from active life 
in the home that he has built up here. 

Mr. Arbogast, whose portrait appears on the opposite page, was born in Clarke 
County, Ohio May 29, 1822, and was one of a large family of children. His father, 
Henry Arbogast, Sr., was a native of Virginia, where he was reared and married, 

Miss Mary Huffman, a Virginia lady becoming his wife. After the birth of two children 
they made their way across the intervening wilderness to Clarke County, Ohio, in 
1810, and were among its earliest pioneers. The father served throughout the War of 
1812, and was rewarded by a land warrant from the Government. In 1839 he and his 
wife and their twelve children again started westward with teams and finally came to 
Illinois. They settled for one year in McLean County, in Lexington Township, and 
then came to DeWitt County, and located on a new farm in DeWitt Township, said 
farm being in the timber section. After some years the wife and mother died in the 
new home at the age of sixty-six years. The father died some years later in the home 
of his son, our subject, in Rutledge Township, at the age of eighty-two years. He and 
his wife were zealous members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was in early 
life a Whig in his political views and later joined the Republican party. 

Our subject was seventeen years old when he came to this county with his parents, 
and he became of age in DeWitt Township. He was reared as a farmer and early 
adopted the calling to which he had been bred. At one time he owned two hundred 
and forty acres of land, but he has given a part of it to his children and has reduced 
the area of his homestead to one hundred and twenty acres, owns besides this a fine 
tract of timber land comprising forty-five acres, and one hundred and fifteen acres of 
land in Hancock County, Iowa, which is mostly improved. His farm is well drained, is 
under admirable tillage, and amply supplied with a good class of buildings, so that in 
all respects it compares with the best in its locality. 

In early manhood our subject took unto himself a wife in the person of Miss Frances 
Harrold, their marriage being celebrated in this county. Mrs. Arbogast was born in 
Virginia in Grayson County, December 1, 1825. She was a girl of twelve or fourteen 
years when she came to Illinois with her parents, Eli and Carrie A. (Ayers) Harrold, 
who were early settlers of DeWitt Township. Mr. Harrold was a pioneer farmer of the 
county, and he and his wife passed their last years on the farm that he had 



developed from a wild condition, he dying at the age of eighty-two years and she 
when fifty years of age. Mrs. Arbogast was the third of seven children, the most of 
whom are yet living. She remained with her parents until her marriage, and was 
carefully trained in all that goes to make a good housewife. Of the six children born 
to her and our subject, three are deceased, William F., Gemalia and Mary E., all of 
whom died quite young. The surviving children are Sydney Jane, wife of George 
Gray, a farmer in Hancock County, Iowa; Lucinda, wife of James Bunton, who is 
farming on a part of our subject's farm in this township; Anna, wife of Robert Roy, a 
farmer in this township. 

Mr. Arbogast and his wife had to pass through many hard pioneer experiences 
before they attained their present comfortable circumstances. Their place is among 
the best people in Rutledge Township, where they are held in great respect and 
warm affection by the entire community. They are people of true religious natures 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church find in them two of its most faithful members. 
Politically, Mr. Arbogast is a sound Republican. 


George L Arbogast 


It is at all times a pleasure to peruse the records of the lives of our honored dead and 
to gaze upon portraits representing the familiar lineaments of friends who have 
passed away. Our readers will be pleased to notice on the opposite page the portrait 
of the late Mr. Arbogast and to glean from these paragraphs the most important 
events in his life. The son of one of DeWitt County's pioneers, in due time Mr. 
Arbogast became the owner of the old homestead that he had assisted his father in 
reclaiming from the wilderness, and thus became a potent factor in advancing the 
agricultural interests of this section. By his death ere he had attained old age DeWitt 
Township was deprived of one of its most useful citizens and he was mourned by 
many who valued him for his friendship and esteemed him for his many noble 
attributes of heart and mind. 

Mr. Arbogast was born in Clarke County, Ohio, July 26, 1829. He was a brother of 
Henry J. and Daniel Arbogast of DeWitt County, both of whom are represented in 
this volume, and in their biographies will be found a full history of the family. Our 
subject was ten years of age when his parents brought him to Illinois in October, 
1839, and in their pioneer home on an unbroken piece of land on section 10., DeWitt 
Township, purchased from the Government, he assisted his father in developing a 
farm. This place remained his home during his life, and in time he became its sole 
proprietor. The farm consisted of three hundred and fifty-nine acres of valuable land 
and is yet in the possession of the family, belonging chiefly to the widow of our 



subject and her only son, Charles. It is amply supplied with fine buildings, is under a 
high state of cultivation and is universally conceded to be one of the most beautiful 
places in this part of the county. The farm is well watered and well stocked, and is a 
comfortable home for the family, who aim to hand it down from father to son, from 
generation to generation, and desire that the deed of ownership shall always be in 
the name of the family, and in the future, as in the past, always be kept free from 
debt. 

Our subject passed his early life on the old homestead, and here attained his 
majority. When he was twenty-four years of age he purchased a farm in Rutledge 
Township, which he improved and lived upon till 1864. In that year, he sold that 
property and went to Kansas. But after a short sojourn in that State, he decided to 
come back to Illinois, and on his return he purchased his father's old homestead and 
here lived till death called him hence February 26, 1885. He was a successful man 
and was prominent in many ways. In early life he was a member of the United 
Brethren Church, but later united with the Protestant Methodist Church and died in 
that faith. His political views found expression in the tenets of the Republican Party, 
of which he was a strong supporter. In the latter part of his life he was a member of 
Mt. Pleasant Lodge, No 126, I.O.O.F., in which he was an active worker and highly 
esteemed by all his brethren. 

Mr. Arbogast was married in this township and county to Miss Martha E. Sappington. 
Mrs. Arbogast was born in Morgan County, III., April 25, 1842, to Preston and 
Hannah (Welch) Sappington, natives respectively of Missouri and Ohio. Before their 
marriage they had come to Morgan County, and were there united in matrimony in 
the village of Franklin. After that important event they began life as farmers in that 
county. Later they sold their property there and located in Piatt County, whence they 
came to DeWitt County, some years later and took up their residence on a farm in 
DeWitt Township. That remained their home until the death of the mother October 
21, 1856, when she was only thirty-seven years of age. Mr. Sappington was married 
a second time in this township, Miss Anna Wood becoming his wife, and some years 
later he sold his possessions here and went to Linn County, Kan., and afterward to 
Missouri, where he died in June, 1885, at the age of sixty-four years. His widow is 
now living in Newton County, Mo., at the age of fifty-five years. 

Mrs. Arbogast is the eldest of the seven children born to her mother, and she passed 
her early life principally in Piatt and DeWitt Counties. She is a woman of marked 
capability, and since the death of her husband has managed her farm with admirable 
success. She is a Christian in word and deed, and one of the most active workers in 
the Protestant Methodist Church of which she has been a member for a number of 
years. She is very active in the Sunday-schools of the community, and may always 
be found advocating the cause of the poor and unfortunate, and giving liberally of her 
means toward all charitable objects. By her marriage with our subject, Mrs. Arbogast 



became the mother of five children, namely: Stella A., wife of Josephus Fuller, and 
now living with her mother; Clarissa C., who married Charles Swigart, a farmer of 
Piatt County; Dora L., wife of Joseph North, a farmer of Rutledge Township; Charles 
P., who is part owner of the old homestead, and married Alcora Merrifield, and Ida 
E., a music teacher, who is living at home with her mother. The children are all 
intelligent and progressive and represent as a family the leading citizens of the 
county. Ida is a great worker for good in temperance, Sunday-school, church and all 
charitable work. 

The grandmother of Mrs. Arbogast, Mrs. Sappington, was among the first settlers of 
Morgan County, and was a resident of DeWitt County for over thirty years. She was 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for seventy-one years and was an 
active worker both in her church and in the temperance cause. She died in Clinton, 
September 1, 1887, at the ripe old age of eighty-seven years, and her memory is 
cherished by her descendants as a brave pioneer and honorable Christian woman. 







Daniel H. Arbogast 


Daniel H. Arbogast is one of the leading business men of DeWitt County. He is a 
well-known builder, contractor and manufacturer of brick and tile, carrying on his 
extensive business operations on section 3, Santa Anna Township, near Farmer 
City. He comes of sturdy pioneer stock and is a native of Clarke County, Ohio, where 
he was born May 2, 1827. He is a descendant of German ancestry, his paternal 
grandfather, David Arbogast, having been a native of Germany. He came to the 
United States when a young man and settled in Virginia, where the rest of his days 
were passed in farming, his death occurring there when he was an old man. He 
married in Virginia a lady of American birth and they reared a large family of children. 

Henry Arbogast, the father of our subject, was born and reared on a farm in 
Pendleton County, Va. He had married before the breaking out of the War of 1812, 
and had become a resident of Ohio being one of the early settlers of that State. He 
enlisted to take part in the struggle and was a soldier under Gen. Harrison. In 1839 
he came to Illinois and spent the first winter in McLean County. He afterwards took 
up his abode in DeWitt Township, DeWitt County, where he purchased land. Some 
years later he left that place and spent his last days in the home of his son Henry, in 
Rutledge Township, where he died at the venerable age of eighty-three years. He 
occupied an honorable place among the pioneers of this section of the country and 
was held in high estimation as an upright man and a loyal citizen. He was a 
Methodist in his religious faith. Politically, he was born a Democrat, but he died a firm 
Republican. 

The parents of our subject were married in Virginia. His mother whose maiden name 
was Mary Huffman, was of German stock and was born and reared in Virginia. After 
marriage she accompanied her husband to Ohio and thence to this State and helped 
make their home in DeWitt Township, where she died in 1851 at the age of sixty-six 
years. She was an active member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Her father, 
Daniel Huffman, was a Revolutionary soldier. 

Our subject was one of the youngest members of a large family of fifteen children, he 
being the seventh son and twelfth child in order of birth. As he was a mere infant 
when he was brought to this county, the most of his life has been passed here and 
he grew with its growth. He first established himself in Santa Anna Township, as a 
farmer and stock dealer, but he soon abandoned that calling to give his attention to 
his present business and twenty years ago established himself where he now is. He 
is doing a large business in his line, supplying the demand for brick and tile in this 
section and makes about one million brick a year and over one hundred thousand 



tile in the same length of time. He is also a contractor and has built some of the 
finest brick houses, both public and private, in this part of the county. He has a wide 
reputation as a builder and also as a manufacturer and his standing in financial 
circles is high. 

Mr. Arbogast was married in Santa Anna Township to Miss Minerva Payne, a native 
of Eastern Tennessee, who was born May 28, 1829. She is a daughter of John A. G. 
and Catherine (Johnson) Payne, her mother being a cousin of Richard M. and 
Andrew Johnson, the latter once President of the United States. After marriage Mr. 
and Mrs. Payne lived in Tennessee until the birth of four children, of whom Mrs. 
Arbogast was the youngest. They then emigrated with teams to Illinois, when she 
was but a few months old, and settled among the pioneers of Vermillion County 
where they lived for some time. Mr. Payne followed the trade of a tanner which he 
had acquired in Tennessee. He finally went north of his first location and purchased 
land, which is the present site of the city of Kankakee. He live there until 1849 and 
then came with his family to Santa Anna Township, and here he and his wife spent 
their last days, he dying at the age of forty-four years and she when seventy-three 
years old. The were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and were good, 
much respected people. 

Mrs. Arbogast was reared carefully by her parents and remained with them until her 
marriage. Her wedded life with our subject has been greatly blessed to them by the 
birth often children, of whom these four are deceased: an infant, George, Grenad 
and Edward. Those living are Elizabeth J., wife of A.D. Webb, of Farmer City; Lydia 
A., wife of John E. Swiney, a farmer in Santa Anna Township; John H., who married 
Susan Muier and lives in Oklahoma Territory, near Guthrie; Amos, who married Mary 
Griffith and has a meat market in Farmer City; Sherman, who married Harriet 
Gardner and is carrying on business as a contractor in Farmer City; Walter J., at 
home with his parents, is a graduate of the High School at Farmer City and now 
engaged as a contractor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arbogast are among our best people and their pleasant social qualities 
have endeared them to a large circle of friends. They are people of true Christian 
worth and are Methodists in their religious belief. Mr. Arbogast and his sons are 
Republicans in politics and are considered to be among our most useful, enterprising 
and public-spirited citizens, who are potent in advancing the growth and material 
welfare of this portion of the county. 



Eli Me Kinley Arbogast. 


Can number among his ancestors two of the early settlers of this part of Ohio, 
and he himself was born in this county, and has ever since made his home 
here, with the exception of a year elsewhere. In his business as a contractor 
and builder he has done a great deal to promote the growth of Springfield, his 
place of residence, and the surrounding country. When he came here in early 
manhood the city was but a village of three or four thousand people, and he 
has seen it grow from a mere commercial town, the metropolis of an 
agricultural community, to be one of the most flourishing manufacturing cities 
in the State, with a population of nearly forty thousand inhabitants. 


Mr. Arbogast was born in Moorefield Township, March 4, 1830, a son of 
George Arbogast who was born in Pendleton County, Va., August 10, 1793, a 
son of Michael Arbogast, a native of the same State. His father, 
great-grandfather of our subject, was born in Germany, and coming to 
America in Colonial times, he settled in Virginia, and eventually died there. 
The grandfather of our subject was reared to agricultural pursuits on his 
father’s plantation, in the Old Dominion, and made his home in that 
commonwealth until 1816, when he emigrated to Ohio, accompanied by his 
wife and their five sons and two daughters—George, Silas, Eli, Enoch, 
Solomon, Elizabeth and Abbie. He settled in that part of Champaign County 
now included in Clark County, buying a tract of land in Moorefield Township, 
of which he thus became one of the earliest settlers, and where he resided 
until his mortal career was closed by death. The maiden name of his wife was 
Buzzard. 

The father of our subject was the eldest son of the family, and at the time of 
their location in Clark County it was a wilderness, with deer, wolves and other 
wild animals haunting it, and he being an expert marksman, won a reputation 
as a skilled deer hunter. He bough a tract of land in Moorefield Township, and 
engaged in farming there for a long time with good profit, accumulating 
considerable property, but he lost it all by going security for some friends. He 
subsequently removed to Springfield Township, and there his life was 
rounded out by death in the month of April, 1868. He had lived to see the 
county quite well developed, with fine farms, busy towns, and flourishing 


cities, where he once saw but primeval forests, wild prairies and uncultivated 
meadows, with settlements few and scattering. The maiden name of his wife 
was Elizabeth HULLINGER, who was a native of Pennsylvania. Her father 
was Daniel HULLINGER, and early pioneer of Ohio, coming to this State in 
1816, and settling in Champaign County, near Fremont, where he improved a 
good farm, upon which he spent his last days. The maiden name of his wife 
was SHACKEY. The mother of our subject died in Springfield Township, in 
July 1867. She and her husband were the parents of sixteen children, of 
whom the following thirteen were reared to maturity: Eliza, Melinda, Catherine, 
Nancy, Enoch G., Matilda, Eli M., Charles, Harvey, Seth, William H. John and 
Isaac. 


Eli McKindey Arbogast was reared and educated in this county, and at the age 
of eighteen commenced to learn the carpenter’s trade, serving an 
apprenticeship of three years, and becoming a master of his chosen calling in 
all its details. He then did “jour” work until 1857, when he established himself 
as a contractor and builder, and has ever since carried it on with excellent 
pecuniary results in this county, with the exception of a year’s residence in 
Dayton. He has always conducted a thriving business, erecting many 
residence buildings, etc., in this city, and even carrying on his building 
operations in other parts of the county, and has gathered together a 
comfortable amount of property, and by wise investments of his money has 
increased his bank account. During the long years of his residence in this city 
his fellow-citizens have always found him prompt, truthful and even dealing in 
all his business transactions, in which, morever, he has displayed excellent 
discernment and sound sense. He and his estimable wife are members in high 
standing of the St. Paul Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he is a Trustee, 
and they are earnest in their endeavors to further the cause of religion. 


Mr. ARBOGAST first joined the church on Columbia Street, and later 
connected himself with the Center Street Church, and subsequently severed 
his connection with that church upon the organization of the St. Paul Society, 
with which he has since been identified. He belongs to the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, as a member of Springfield Lodge, No. 33. Mr. ARBOGAST 
has been blest in his domestic relations. He has been twice married. 


November 6, 1851, he was married to Catherine COFFIELD, a native of 
Butler County, Ohio, and a daughter of John COFFIELD. After a happy 
wedded life of twenty-seven years that woman of sainted memory passed to 
her reward, and her household knew the comfort of her presence no more, her 
death occurring November 11, 1878, five days after the anniversary of her 
wedding. Of that union our subject has three children—John, George and 
William. The marriage of our subject to his present amiable and true wife, 
who devotes herself to making his home pleasant, took place December 27, 
1880. She has also been twice married. Her maiden name was Annie GANO, 
and she was born in Asbury, Hunterdon County, N. J., May 6, 1841. She was 
first married June15, 1857, to Johnson ELLIOTT. 

He was an attorney and practiced his profession first in Bucyrus, this State, 
and later in Wapakoneta, the county seat of Auglaize County, and there he 
died while yet not far past the prime of his life. Mrs. ARBOGAST’S father, 
William GANO was born in Asbury, N. J., while his father, Asher GANO, is 
thought to have been born in either Germany or Pennsylvania of German 
parentage. He was a well-to-do farmer, owning a large farm near Asbury and 
died there. Mrs.Arbogast’s father followed the trade of a carpenter in Asbury 
until 1842, and then left New Jersey to make a new home in Ohio, and 
located near West Liberty, in Logan County, and died in 1844, in the home 
that he purchased there. The maiden name of his wife was Jemima SMITT. 
She was born in Asbury, and was a daughter of Joseph SMITT, who was a 
farmer and spent his last years in New Jersey. The maiden name of his wife 
was WYKOFF. She was native of New Jersey, and a life-long resident of the 
State. Mrs. ARBOGAST’S mother spent her last years with her children, and 
died at the advanced age of eighty-four years. 


The ancestors of this representative Pennsylvania family came from Germany 
on the ship "Edinburgh," which arrived at Philadelphia, Sept. 16, 1751. His 
name on the ship's list of passengers is recorded as Johannes Arbengast. He 
was married and had among others two sons, Ludwig and Johannes. 
Johannes Arbogast, the son of Johannes, who emigrated, became one of the 
pioneer settlers in the territory which was embraced in the original Penn 
township, Snyder county. This territory was included in old Northumberland 
county, which was organized in 1772. That this pioneer planned well and was 
a most industrious and prosperous citizen of colonial Pennsylvania is 
evidenced by his many recorded land purchases and by his last will and 
testament which covers two pages, viz, 145 and 146, in Will Book 2, in the 
register's office at Sunbury, Pa. The will is a model in many respects, and 
reflects the noble character of the testator, who divided a very large estate 
among his five sons and three daughters, and for his dear wife, Catharine, 
who survived him, he provided most liberally. 


The name of Ludwig Arbogast appears among a list of non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the First Pennsylvania Regiment, of the Continental 
Line, in the Revolutionary War. On Oct. 13, 1776, he was wounded at the 
Block House, and was discharged March 23, 1783. In 1835, he was still living, 
and resided in Philadelphia. Penna. Archives, Fifth Series. The executors 
of the will were his sons, John and Ludwig Arbogast; and the witnesses to the 
document were his neighbors, John Moatz and Nich. Roth (or Rath). The will 
was made on the 15th day of April, 1811, and probated May 14th of the 
following month. It is evident that John Arbogast, the pioneer, passed from 
this life into his reward between these two dates. The names of the children 
follow in order as they are named in the will: 

1. "I give and devise unto my son Nicholas, the sum of 400 pounds." 

2. "I give and devise unto my son Peter, the plantation whereon he now lives, 
for which he shall pay out 100 pounds." 

3 and 4. "I give and devise unto my two sons, John and Ludwig, whereon they 
now dwell, which I will and order shall be equally divided between the said 


John and Ludwig. (A long description as to how the land is to be divided then 
follows.) A public road passed through John's land to the town of Middleburg. 
John was to pay out the sum of 350 pounds; and Ludwig was to pay out 150 
pounds." 

5. "I give and bequeath unto my son William, 400 pounds. 

6. "I give and devise unto my daughter, Catharine, now the wife of 
Christopher Schatzberger, the one-half of the undivided plantation whereon 
she now dwells, which is my share of such plantation." 

7. "I give and devise unto my daughter, Anna Maria, now the wife of Jacob 
Felmly, the sum of 243 pounds." 

8. "I give and devise unto my daughter, Barbara, now the wife of John Zwally, 
the sum of 243 pounds." The will follows: 

In the name of God, Amen, I John Arbogast of Perm township, in the County 
of Northumberland, and State of Pennsylvania. Being weak in body but of 
sound and understanding mind, memory and understanding blessed be God 
for the same, but considering the uncertainty of this transitory life do make 
and publish this my last will and testament in manner and form following to wit: 
—Principally and first of all I commend my immortal soul into the hands of God 
who gave it to me, and my body to the earth to be buried in a decent and 
Christian like manner, at the direction of my executors hereinafter named, and 
as to such worldly estate wherein it hath pleased God to bless me in this life I 
give and dispose of the same in the following manner, to wit: First, I order that 
my executors shall pay all my funeral expenses as soon as possible and 
payable my just debts. I give and devise unto my dear wife Catharine, out of 
my real and personal property estate during her natural life the room wherein 
we now dwell and she is to have her right in the kitchen and the one- third of 
the garden and the kitchen dresser and as much of the kitchen furniture as 
she shall want, and one copper kettle and one table, four chairs, two beds, 
one clock and case and her choice of the chests, and she may take two, one 
ten plate stove and pipe, and her wheel and reel and two milk cows, her 
choice; one testament and one hymn book, and the one-third of the cellar and 
two tubs, her choice; also a right to as many apples as she shall want and 


one hive of bees, her choice; and one-third of the fowls on the plantation 
where we now dwell. I give and devise unto my son, Nicholas Arbogast, the 
sum of four hundred pounds, lawful money of the State of Pennsylvania, 
which he hath already received from me. 


I give and devise unto my son, Peter Arbogast, the plantation whereon he 
now lives for which he shall pay out one hundred pounds of lawful money of 
the State aforesaid, unto my hereinafter named heirs. I give and devise unto 
my two sons, John and Ludwig Arbogast, the plantation whereon they now 
dwell, which I will and order shall be equally divided between the said John 
and Ludwig, beginning on the Chestnut Ridge, a corner of said land and 
Jacob Moyer's land, thence in a strict line to the road to the line of said land 
and John Motz's land, except a piece of meadow ground of five acres to be 
the same more or less which would come within the aforesaid, John's line 
bordering on the public road leading through said John s land to the town of 
Middleburg, and my son John shall allow my aforesaid son Ludwig, a road 
threw his land to the aforesaid meadow. I will and order that my aforesaid 
son. John, shall pay out of his estate of land unto my heirs herein after named 
the sum of three hundred and fifty pounds lawful money of the State of 
Pennsylvania. I hereafter shall direct; and I will and order that my son, Ludwig, 
shall pay out of his share of land unto my hereinafter named heirs, the sum of 
one hundred and fifty pounds of lawful money of the State of Pennsylvania, 
as I hereafter shall direct. I give and bequeath to my son, William Arbogast. 
four hundred pounds like lawful money as aforesaid. 


I will and order that the money that my son, William, hath already received 
from me shall be in part of the said four hundred pounds and the balance of 
the four hundred pounds shall be paid as I hereinafter direct. I give and 
devise unto my daughter, Catharine, now the wife of Christopher 
Schatzberger, the one-half of the undivided plantation whereon she now 
dwells, which is my share of said plantation. I give and devise unto my 
daughter. Anna Maria, now the wife of Jacob Felmly, the sum of 243 pounds, 
lawful money aforesaid. I will and order that it shall be paid her as I shall 
hereafter direct, first deducting out of said sum what she or Felmly have 
already received. I give and devise unto my daughter, Barbara, now the wife 
of John Zwally, the sum of 243 pounds, like money aforesaid, I will and order 


shall be paid her as I shall hereinafter direct, first deducting out of said sum 
that she or Zwally have already received. I will and order that my son Peter 
pay or cause to be paid the aforesaid sum of one hundred pounds unto three 
of my aforesaid heirs. William, Anna Maria, and Barbara or their survivors of 
them, in yearly payments, that is to say, fifteen pounds yearly until the said 
100 pounds are fully paid each. 

(Here follows at length how more money shall be paid by the various heirs.) 


And as touching all the rest residue and remainder of my personal estate I will 
and order that my hereinafter named executors shall take an inventory and 
expose the same to public sale as soon as they can after my disease, and the 
money now in my hands and the money standing out shall by my executors 
be applied toward pattening the land that I have bequeathed to my two sons, 
John and Ludwig, and then, if there is any money left in their hands they shall 
put it on interest, and the interest shall be paid to my wife. Catharine, as long 
as she lives and after her death I order that my executors shall sell by public 
sale the personal estate now let my wife Catharine and the money arising 
from sale and all other moneys of my estate I order shall be equally divided 
between my five sons and three daughters, and lastly I nominate and appoint 
my two sons, John and Ludwig Arbogast, both of Penn Township in the 
county aforesaid, to be the executors of my last will and testament. 


In witness thereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the 15 day of April, 
1811. Witness: John Moatz, Nich. Roth (or Rath) Signed in German. 
Johannes Arbogast. Probated May 14, 1811. Recorded in File 37, Will Book 
2, pages 145, 146. Peter Arbogast, the second son of Johannes, and the 
grandfather of Wilson Arbogast, was a farmer in Snyder county, 

Pennsylvania. He died about 1859, aged 80 years, and is buried at Grubb's 
church, of which he was a member of the Lutheran congregation. He was 
married twice. The first wife was Margaret Long, and their children were: 
Jonathan; John; and Barbara, who was married to a Steffy. The children by 
his second wife were: Simon, Peter, and William. 


John Arbogast, the second son of Peter, removed to the state of Indiana, and 
from there to California, where he died and is buried. Simon Arbogast 
settled in Ohio. Peter Arbogast remained in Snyder county, and was a 
farmer in the Flint Stone Valley. William Arbogast lived at Freeburg, 
Snyder county, Pa. Jonathan Arbogast, the oldest son of Peter, and the 
father of Wilson, of Allentown, was born in Washington township, Snyder 
county, on April 13, 1810. He was baptized on July 31st, of the same year, 
and his sponsors were Jonathan and Catharine Long, probably his 
grandparents. His birth certificate is in possession of his son, Gustavus. 

There he owned and conducted a farm of 125 acres. He was a strong 
supporter of the free school system, serving as a school director of his 
township for many years. He married Catharine Busier, a daughter of 
Jacob and Sarah (Battorf) Busier. She was born in 1821, died in 1893. Mr. 
Arbogast died in July, 1883. They are buried in Freeburg, Pa. They had the 
following children: 1. William, who died unmarried about 1859. 2. Jonathan B., 
married Julia Ann Ricgel, and their children were: Mary, Alice, Catharine, and 
Maggie. 3. Wilson, history follows. 4. Henry, married Emma Kautz. They 
resided in the West. He died in 1907. They had three children. 5. John, 
married Amanda Kantz. They also reside in the West, and have three children. 
6. Gustavus. 7. Mary, married Elmer Sechrist, and they have a son, Roy. 


Adam Arbogast 


Arbovale was named after Adam Arbogast - Arbo for Arbogast, and vale for 
valley. Adam was born July 11, 1816 and died July 24, 1894. He was a son of 
Benjamin, Sr., of Glade Hill, and grandson of Pioneer Adam. Adam married 
Margaret Clarissa Sutton Arbogast (1820 - 1898). The following incident 
occurred during the Civil War in Arbovale, then a part of Virginia. My 
grandmother, Emma Arbogast Tracy, remembered it in detail because she 
experienced it with her parents, Adam and Margaret Clarissa Sutton Arbogast. 


The drama began on a Monday night when Adam’s brother, the Rev. Henry 
Arbogast, was dragged from his home by a group of fanatics. He was shot in a 
wooded area near Frost, and his body was not found until several days later. 
People talked for years about how the wind carried Henry’s black hat into 
view, giving direction to the search party. Adam, for whom Arbovale was 
named because of his extensive land holdings, was also marked for death. 
Through the quick action of his ten-year-old niece, (whose name I do not 
remember). Adam was able to escape. On the day after Henry’s tragic 
abduction, the niece was sent to the village store. As she entered, unnoticed, 
she heard men’s voices. They were saying, “We got Henry last night. We’re 
going to get Adam tonight.” The words struck terror in her heart. She lost no 
time in getting to the Arbogast home to warn her Uncle Adam of the plot 
against his life. Adam and Margaret gathered the children around them and 
explained that their father, to be safe, must leave immediately. 


He would go on horseback to Upshur County where the Union Army was 
stationed. There he would serve in whatever way he could until the war was 
over. Margaret packed his saddlebags with clothes and provisions, enough for 
the long journey. Then just at dusk when he felt it was safe, Adam bade a 
tearful goodbye to his family. The weight of the family and farm fell upon the 
shoulders of Margaret, a load she carried for at least two years. She had only 
one arm, having lost her right arm in a cider mill accident at age twelve. But 
Margaret was strong in every way, especially her faith in God. 

That night Margaret sent the children to their upstairs bedrooms with 
instructions to stay there. Keeping vigil was her responsibility, and she wanted 
to keep it alone. She stayed downstairs in the front room, reading her bible by 
lamplight. Purposefully, she sat in plain view of anyone who might come. Once 
during the long night the dogs howled as though strangers were approaching. 
Would they break down the door and search the house? Would they harm a 
one-armed mother protecting her children? At great risk, Margaret sat quietly, 
praying and waiting. Finally, the dogs settled down, indicating that the danger 
had passed. A heroic mother, with faith in her heart, had triumphed over evil. 
The war came close upon their heels. Grandmother Tracy remembered 
standing in the yard, adjacent to the present Arbovale Cemetery, listening to 
the cannons of nearby battles. Those were trying times, especially in that area 


where families were often divided over the issues. Adam and Margaret 
Arbogast, my great-grandparents, were cut from fine fabric. Their lives 
inspired many to be better Americans and stronger Christians. 

History of Pocahontas County, West Virginia - 1981 under the heading: Adam 
and Maragret Sutton Arbogast by Anna Lee Brevard 

Adam Arbogast is the great grandson of Michael Arbogast. 

Son of Benjamin and Frances Mullens. 

Adam Arbogast married Margaret Clarissa Sutton 

16 Apr 1840 Pocahontas County, West Virginia, USA 
Children 

Dorinda Catherine Arbogast married David C. Shears, 

Children 5 

Mary Elizabeth Arbogast married James Taylor Sutton. 

Son of John G. and Eliza Jane (Taylor) Sutton. 

17 Jun 1869 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Children 9 

Brown McHenry Arbogast married Frances Jane (Fanny) Ervine 
Daughter of William Frye and Elizabeth (Kerr) Ervine 


09 Jan 1868 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 


Children 6 


John Milton Arbogast married Louisa Jane Tracy 
daughter of George Washington and Mary Ann (Ervine) Tracy. 

28 May 1868 Pocahontas , West Virginia USA 
Children 6 

Benjamin Marshall Arbogast married Mary Ann Curry, 

Daughter of James Harvey and Sarah (Auldridge) Curry 
13 Sep 1876 Pocahontas County, Virginia, USA 
Children 2 

Aretas Phelps Arbogast married Margaret Elzedia Tracy 
Daughter of George Washington and Mary Ann (Ervine) Tracy 
22 Oct 1874 Pocahontas County, West Virginia, USA 
Children 10 

Christopher Columbus Arbogast married Rachel Jane Arbogast 

Daughter of Adam Arbogast and Sarah McDonald 

21 Jan 1882 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 

Christopher Columbus Arbogast is the cousin once removed of Rachel Jane 
Arbogast 


Children 3 


Emma Amanda Jane Arbogast married Charles Osborn Tracy 
Son of George Washington and Mary Ann Ervine Tracy. 

28 Apr 1889 Greenback, Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Children 7 

Children of Brown McHenry Arbogast and Frances Ervine 
William David McLauren Arbogast married Clara Ervin, daughter 
of Preston and Margaret Beverage Ervin. 

7 Nov 1894 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Children 2 

Mattie Eulalia Arbogast married George Porter Kerr, 

Son of George W. and Minerva Jane (Deaver) Kerr 
16 Sep 1896 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Children 5 

Fountain Columbus Arbogast married Abbie Victoria Wilfong, 
Daughter of John C. and Annie C. (Hamilton)Wilfong. 

6 Nov 1907 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 


Children 3 


Laura Elizabeth Arbogast married Arthur M. Livesay 
30 Nov 1910 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Harl Marvin Arbogast 
Harry Clyde Arbogast 

Children of John Milton Arbogast and Louisa Jane Tracy, 

Henry Marshall Cameron Arbogast married Mattie A. Ervin, 

Daughter of Edward Newton Ervine and Phoebe Rebecca Bright, 

1900 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Children 7 

Verdie Elizabeth Arbogast married John Perry Townsend 

Son of Ezekiel and Margaret (Tracey) Townsend 

12 Jun 1890 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 

Margaret Maude Arbogast married George Henry Crawford Burner. George 
Henry married 

first Mary Elizabeth Gum 

Son of Charles Cameron O. Burner and Elizabeth Augusta (Beard) 


27 Aug 1907 Randolph County West Virginia USA 


Myrtle Annie Arbogast married John Craig Ashford, 

Son of Claiborne Daniel and Anna L. (Sutton) Ashford 
29 Aug 1897 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
James Arthur Arbogast married Fannie Emma Phares 
Daughter of Solomon and Alice (Harper) Phares. 

27 Oct 1909 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Children 4 

Mollie Jane Arbogast 

Children of Benjamin Marshall Arbogast and Mary Ann Curry. 
James Carl Arbogast and Belle Missouri Brigh 
Daughter of Samuel David and Elizabeth A. (McLaughlin) Bright 
19 Jul 1899 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Children 1 

William Ellis Arbogast married Hannah Myrtle Smith 
Daughter of William M. and Mary Lou (Colaw) Smith 
23 Oct 1913 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 


Children 4 


Children of Aretas Phelps Arbogast and Margaret Elzedia Tracy 

Charles Christopher Arbogast married Myrtle Lou Hughes, daughter of James 
Washington 

Hughes and Eliza Ann Irvine, 

27 Jun 1894 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Pearl Washington Arbogast married Fannie Lillian Nicholas 
Daughter of George A. and Phoebe Jane (Stone) Nicholas 
18 July 1906 Highland, County Virginia USA 
Children 7 

Anna Grace Arbogast married William Eldridge Ervine 
Son of John Preston and Eliza Jane (Golden) Ervine 
2 Oct 1907 Barbour County Virginia USA 
Children 9 

William Harrison "Billy" Arbogast married Norma Ellen Marshall 
Daughter of William Walker and Hosanna (Puckett) Marshall. 

26 Sep 1964 Highland, County Virginia USA 
He also married Doshie Belle Ervin 


Daughter of John Preston and Eliza Jane (Golden) Ervine. 


12 May 1907 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 


Children 8 

Alice Vermont Arbogast married Benjamin Fagan and Don Marvin Nicholas. 
Don son of 

George and Phoebe Jane (Stone) Nicholas. 

28 Jan 1908 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 

Russell Granville Arbogast married 

Cecil Tracy Arbogast Alma Thena Grimes. 

Daughter of Garfield S. and Edna Ella (Moore) Grimes. 

15 Feb 1920 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
James Lawrence Arbogast married Bessie Catherine Simmons 
Daughter of George W. and Valera (Sponaugle) Simmons 
14 May 1919 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 
Children 4 

Lelan Cameron Arbogast married Polly Geneva Stone 
Daughter of Edward and Ada (Nelson) Stone. 

14 May 1919 Pocahontas County West Virginia USA 


Children 7 


Children of Christopher Columbus Arbogast and Rachel Jane Arbogast, 
Odessa Glenn Harry Arbogast married Myrtle Vera Sherwood 
Daughter of Walter M. Sherwood and Susan Virginia Morgan 
21 Jun 1923 County Greenbrier West Virginia USA 
Addie Richard Arbogast 
(Son) Arbogast, 

Portrait of Margaret Clarissa Sutton Arbogast, wife of Adam Arbogast for 
whose family Arbovale was named. The portrait was taken by Nestor Studios 
of Elkins, W.Va. She is pictured here at about 75 years of age. Born May 21, 
1820. Died Feb 21, 1896. Photo courtesy of Pocahontas County Historical 
Society 



Michael Arbogast, who is engaged in general farming and stock- raising in 
Seneca township, was born in Pendleton county, Virginia, August I, 1824, and 
is a representative of one of the early families of the Old Dominion. His 
grandfather was Henry Arbogast, whose son, Peter Arbogast, the father of our 
subject, was likewise a native of Pendleton county. When he had attained his 
majority he married Sophia Arbogast, who was bom in the same locality, and 
they became the parents of four children : Jesse, who died near Bushnell, 
Illinois ; Phebe, who became the wife of T. J. Windsor; Christina, who married 
Aaron Carr; and Michael. With the exception of our subject all have now 
passed away 


It was in the fall of 1826 that Peter Arbogast, accom panied by his family, 
together with Andrew Arbogast and his family, left Virginia for Ohio. The 
Buckeye state was just then being opened up to civilization. Some districts 
had previously been settled, but the greater part of the land still belonged to 
the government and progress and improvement were scarcely known. The 
party left Virginia with a four-horse team and traveled across the country, 
fording streams and making their way through almost impenetrable forests 
until they reached Seneca county. Casting in his lot with its pioneer settlers, 
Peter Arbogast purchased one hundred and eighty acres of land in Hopewell 
township. This had previously been entered from the government and upon 
the farm was a log cabin containing one room 


There was also a log bam and a few acres had been cleared. It is a part of the 
farm now owned by Mr. Zarges. Mr. Arbogast resided upon that place until his 
death, which occurred in 1835. He aided in laying out roads and in organizing 
schools, always performing his share in every frontier work which has led to 
the present develoimient and progress of the county. His wife survived him 
many years, passing away in 1861. She had received the constant care and 
attention of her son whose solicitude was never abated. 


Michael Arbogast, the youngest child, was only two years of age when 
brought by his parents to Seneca county, where he has spent all the years of 
his childhood and manhood. He aided in the difificult task of clearing the family 
and preparing the fields for cultivation, and when the land became arable he 
bore his part in the work of plowing, planting and harvesting. As his father died 
when he was only nine years of age, he and his mother carried on the farm, 
together operating the land, with the aid of an ox team. It was in 1855 that he 
took up his abode upon the place where he is yet living. All through the years 
of an active and useful manhood he has devoted his time and energies to 
agricultural pursuits and in the legitimate channels of business he has won a 
very desirable competence. 

On the nth of March, 1852, Mr. Arbogast was united in marriage to Miss Jane 
R. Stoner, a daughter of Henry and Sarah (Reagan) Stoner, and she died 
June 23, 1882, their union having been blessed with nine children, namely: 
Alice, who married Jacob Staib, is now deceased; John F. is a resident of 
Seneca township; Nettie is the wife of Robert E. Lutz, of Oklahoma; Lewis is a 
mechanic and resides in Tiffin; Charles resides near Bushnell, Illinois; Rush 
operates the homestead farm; and three sons passed away in childhood. 


Mr. Arbogast put forth every effort to make a comfortable home 

for his family and to give his children those opportunities by which they were 
well prepared for the practical and responsible duties of life. He first 
purchased, in 1854, one hundred and twenty-three acres of land, the 
improvements on which consisted of a log house and a logbam. He went in 
debt for the entire amount, three thousand six hundred and ninety dollars, and 
this was all paid in three years. 


Fifty acres had been cleared and in course of time his fields were green with 
the crops that promised golden harvests. As his financial resources increased 
he added to his landed possessions and within the borders of the home farm 
are now comprised two hundred acres. He also owns, another farm, of one 


hundred acres, in Seneca township, and upoiu both he has made excellent 
improvements, erecting in 1875 one of the most pretentious brick residences 
m the vicinity. He has used the latest machinery for facilitating farm work, has 
erected good baras and outbuildings for the sheker of grain and stock and has 
in every way a very valuable and desirable property. He has never sought 
office, for his attention has been claimed by his business interests. 


the county covers more than three-quarters oi a centurj-, ana the present 
generation cannot realize the changes which have occurred during this period. 
Mr. Arbogast remembers seeing many Indians in the locality and has driven 
througli Tiffin with ox team many a time when the mud came up to the hubs of 
the wagon wheels. The flourishing city then contained only a few pioneer 
cabins and the county gave little promise of its present splendid development. 
Howe\er, the pioneers laid broad aitd deep the foundation for its present 
progress, Mr. Arbogast performing his full share in the work of citizenship. He 
has ever favored reform and improvement, and his labors have been effective 
in promoting the general welfare. Owing to his father's death he early had to 
take up the responsible duties of a business career, and industry, economy 
and honesty have been salient features in his history, enabling him to advance 
steadily until he now occupies a prominent place on the plane of affluence. 


Taken from the Centennial Biographical History pgs. 344,345,346 





Eli McKinley Arbogast & Nancy Henkle . 


This old gentleman and early pioneer of Clark County was born in 

Pendleton Co., Va., November 2, 1799. In the fall of 1811 his father, 

Michael Arbogast, emigrated to Ohio, and located on the Buck Creek, in what 
is now Moorefield Township, Clark County. Here Mr. Arbogast died in 
1813,and Mrs. Arbogast in 1824. The family comprised five sons and two 
daughters, of whom the subject of this sketch was the third son, and he and 
his sister, 

Mrs. Thomas McKinnon, of Union County, Ohio, are all that are now 
living.Shortly before his death Mr. Arbogast had entered a half section of land, 
and his deceased left his family with a debt of the larger portion of the 
purchase-money hanging over the property. By the hardest struggles, 
however, of the widow and her children, the debt was liquidated, and the 
family had a start in the world. 

On April 1, 1823, Mr. Eli Arbogast married Miss Nancy Henkle, who was born 
in Virginia, September 12, 1801. For twelve years subsequent to his marriage 
Mr. Arbogast lived on rented land, and in the spring of 1835 he bought the 
property upon which he now resides. His family has numbered nine children, 
only three of whom are now living, viz., Mrs. Adam Brandle, who was married 
September 17, 1843; John F. Arbogast; and Mrs. John Marsh, who 

was married November 25, 1869. Mr. Marsh died October 27, 1870.On the 
20th of May, 1863, Mr. John Arbogast very narrowly escaped being killed by 
being crushed under a falling building. The only thing that saved his life was a 
small evaluation in the ground that held up a portion of the structure, and so 
kept it from resting its whole weight upon his body. The accident resulted, 
however, in the breaking of his right limbs, and also in a serious injury to the 
spine. Since then Mr. Arbogast has been entirely laid aside from active labor, 
and at times is the subject of no small amount of pain. 


On September 27, 1866, the subject of this narrative was called to mourn the 
loss of his companion, who died at the age of sixty-five years and fifteen 
days." 'Illustrated Historical Atlas of Clark Co., Ohio 

1875' by I.H. Everts & Co., Philadelphia 1875 in the section titled: 

Parents of Eli. 1799 - 1876 

Michael Arbogast & Barbara Buzzard 
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Benjamin Arbogast (1825-1881) 


Benjamin Arbogast was born on November 13, 1825 in Pocahontas, Virginia 
the youngest of the nine children of farmers Benjamin and Francis Ann Mullins 
Arbogast. He had early schooling locally but then worked his family's land and 
served as a local constable. For whatever reason, he determined later to 
resume his education and after some preparation entered the class of 1854 at 
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania in September 1850 at the age of 
twenty-five. Over six foot tall and with the look of the farmer, he became a 
popular student with undergraduates and faculty, joined the Union 
Philosophical Society, and fought his way to be at the head of his class when 
it graduated immediately following graduation, he was engaged for two years 
as a tutor at Dickinson. In 1858 he joined the Baltimore Conference as a 
Methodist clergyman and then became instructor of Natural Science at the 
Dickinson Williamsport Seminary, succeeding his classmate, James Rusling in 
that position. He left this post almost immediately, though, to take up the 
presidency of the Wesleyan Female College in Staunton, Virginia. This place 
had previously been filled by a Dickinsonian; James McCauley, class of 1847, 
and a future Dickinson president, had served there between 1851 and 1853. 

In 1860, Arbogast moved on to the post of principal of Cassville Female 
College in Cassville, Georgia. 

He remained there during the Civil War. The conflict saw several large 
skirmishes take place in the area as well as, disastrously, the burning of the 
college by Union forces under General Sherman in November 1864. Arbogast 
lost of all his books and possessions in the fire and, according to family lore, 
was held in a Union prison for a time. In 1866, he and his young family were 
able to secure another desperately needed position, this time as president of 
Martha Washington College in Abingdon, Virginia. He remained there for six 
years. In 1872, he was named as president of Kentucky Wesleyan University 
but moved on in 1874 to head the Valley Female College in Westminster, 
Virginia. He remained in that post until his death. 


Arbogast had married Frances "Fanny" Gibbons, the sister of fellow 
Dickinsonian Alexander Severus Gibbons of the class of 1846, on February 2, 
1858 and the couple soon had three children. Cora Lee was born in 1859, 
Leland Ashby in 1860, and Buford, born in 1862. Six more children followed, 
several of whom died in infancy. Benjamin Arbogast himself died in 
Winchester, Virginia on March 31, 1881. He was fifty-five years old. 


Benjamin G. Jr. Arbogast 

Father Benjamin Arbogast Mother Frances Mullens Married Frances Carnelia 
Gibbons. 

Father of Benjamin. Adam Arbogast, b. 25 Oct 1760, Frederick Co., Va d. 9 
Feb 1852, Pocahontas Co., Va/Wv 

Burial: Mount Hebron Cemetery Winchester Winchester City Virginia, USA 
Source Dickinson College Archives 
Arbogast biographical sketches 

Henry J. Arbogast Page 923 , George Arbogast Page 653 , Daniel H. 
Arbogast Page 362 

Eli Me Kinley Arbogast 

From "Portrait and Biographical Album of Greene and Clark Counties, Ohio", 
Chapman Bros., Chicago, Pub. 1890: Pg 295, 296, 297 

Arbogast Family 

History of Lehigh County Pennsylvania and a Genealogical and Biographical 
Record of Its Families, Volume II 



